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Analyze This: Donald Trump’s Thoughts and Speech

Aug. 16, 2023
To the Editor:

Re “Donald Trump’s Way of Speaking Defies All Logic,” by Michael Wolff
(Opinion guest essay, Aug. 6):

Mr. Wolff argues persuasively that much of what Donald Trump says can be
chalked up to illogical and thus legally inconsequential blather and bluster.
Except that is true only when one evaluates the former president’s
pronouncements individually. Taken in their totality, they reveal themselves
as the opposite of random scattershot.

Virtually everything Mr. Trump has said in the aftermath of the 2020
presidential election pushes in the same direction: to try to reverse the
election by every legal and — failing that — illegal means conceivable. Thus,
the route to defeating Mr. Trump’s “my words are meaningless” defense is to
assemble them into their coherent and sinisterly subversive whole meaning.

Richard Sclove
Ambherst, Mass.
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